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REPORT. 


Mr.  Bowen,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
waj-transporters  on  the  Columbia  Railroad,  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  memorial,  although  it  emenates  from  those  en¬ 
gaged  in  the“Vocal  business  of  the  Columbia  Railroad,  involve  considerations  of  the 
highest  moment  relating  to  the  entire  management  and  control  of  the  public  works, 
and  would  require  the  investigation  of  the  whole  system  of  tolls  and  charges  for  the 
transportation  of  freight  thereon.  Such  could  not  have  been  the  contemplation  of  the 
House,  and  the  time  has  not  perhaps  arrived  when  such  revision  of  the  system  of  tolls 
becomes  an  imperative  necessity. 

The  stupendous  scheme  of  internal  improvements  in  which  the  State  engaged  some 
twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago,  was  incited  by  the  bold  enterprise  of  an  adjoining 
State.  Once  the  great  thoroughfare  of  western  trade,  passing  over  our  turnpikes  and 
common  roads,  it  became  apparent,  upon  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal,  that  this 
trade  would  leave  the  borders  of  Pennsylvania,  unless  superior  avenues  were  opened. 

The  “Main  Line”  was  constructed  at  great  expense,  and  has  secured,  for  a  long 
period,  the  benefits  to  which  by  her  position  Pennsylvania  was  entitled.  The  health¬ 
ful  rivalry  of  the  great  Atlantic  cities  and  of  our  neighbor  States,  for  the  vast  com¬ 
merce  of  the  West,  has  brought  into  existence,  and  is  pushing  to  completion,  other 
lines  of  improvement  which  threatened  in  their  inception  to  divest  us  of  the  traffic 
acquired  by  the  lavish  expenditures  made  on  our  canals  and  railroads. 

In  this  emergency,  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  was  incorporated;  and  ere 
long  we  shall  have  a  continuous  railway  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  and  stretch¬ 
ing,  by  connecting  lines,  to  the  farthest  limits  of  the  Western  trade. 

The  importance  of  the  object  justified  the  expenditure  of  treasure.  By  this  means 
our  Eastern  and  Western  cities  have  been  made  emporiums  of  a  commerce  which  is 
growing  with  the  same  ratio  as  the  population  of  the  Mississippi  valley.  The  policy 
of  the  State  has  been  consistently  directed  to  its  preservation.  For  that  object  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  has  been  authorized  to  lay  down  its  line  in  close 
proximity  to  the  “main  line”  of  our  public  works.  When  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  on  the  other,  have 
extended  their  works  to  the  Ohio  and  to  the  Lake,  a  new  contest  will  open,  for  which 
we  shall  not  be  found  unprepared. 

The  effect  upon  the  business  of  the  “main  line”  cannot  now  be  fully  anticipated 
or  determined.  If  the  issue  should  be  such  as  may  confidently  be  hoped — if  the 
travel  and  lighter  freights,  from  the  vast  region  beyond  Pittsburgh,  should  there 
centre  and  be  thrown  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  it  is  reasonably  to  be  inferred 
that  the  heavier  freights  would  follow  to  the  same  point,  and  seek  the  Atlantic  by 
our  canal  and  railroad  line. 

As  in  the  contest  thus  indicated,  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  must  carry  passengers 
and  freight  at  prices  much  below  those  which  at  present  rule,  so  the  whole  system  of 
tolls  and  charges  upon  the  “  main  line”  of  the  public  works  will  require  revision  and 
reduction. 

Looking  to  these  results  at  an  early  day,  your  committee  do  not  deem  it  to  be 
within  their  province,  or  judicious,  to  recommend  any  material  alterations,  at  the 
present  time,  in  the  general  system  of  tolls  and  management  of  the  public  works.  It 
may  be  permitted  to  them,  however,  to  remark,  that  this  system  is  of  long  standing, 
and  was  fo  inded  upon  a  state  of  things  no  longer  existing,  and  when  the  experience 
now  acquired  was  wholly  wanting.  Two  prominent  defects  in  the  system  may  be 
remedied  without  affecting  the  charges  made  and  collected.  Notwithstanding  that 
motive  power  tolls  were  abolished  by  a  provision  in  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  last 
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session,  the  toll  sheet  of  1851  presents  to  the  uuitiated  an  almost  unintelligible  state¬ 
ment  of  the  various  charges  upon  the  several  divisions  of  canals  and  railroads. 

By  the  toll  sheet  of  1S50,  the  following  were  the  elements  of  the  calculation  of 
tolls  and  charges  on  articles  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  maximum  tolls : 

1.  On  the  freight — toll  per  mile  on  canals. 


2. 

U 

u 

“  “  railroads. 

o 

O. 

u 

u 

motive  power  toll  on  Columbia  Railroad. 

4. 

u 

(( 

“  “  Portage  Railroad. 

5. 

u 

th,e  car— 

“  “  Columbia  Railroad. 

6. 

u 

u 

“  “  Portage  Railroad. 

7. 

u 

the  car — 

-road  toll  on  Columbia  Railroad. 

S. 

u 

a 

“  “  Portage  Railroad. 

9. 

u 

the  boat— 

-toll  per  mile  on  canals. 

If  section  boats  are  used,  there  is  also  a  charge  on  the  trucks  used  to  convey  the 
sections  over  the  railroads. 

By  the  toll  sheet  of  1851  these  were  reduced  to  the  following : 


1.  On  the  freight — toll  per  mile  on  canals. 


2. 

U 

u 

U 

u 

Columbia  Railroad. 

3. 

u 

u 

u 

u 

Portage  Railroad. 

4. 

u 

boat — 

u 

u 

on  canals. 

5. 

(C 

car — 

u 

u 

on  Columbia  Railroad. 

6. 

u 

<< 

u 

u 

on  Portage  Railroad,  and  on  trucks  for  sec- 

tion  boats,  where  used. 


The  classification  of  articles  according  to  their  kind,  instead  of  according  to  the 
rates  of  charge,  seems  cumbrous  and  unnecessary.  To  facilitate  business,  simplicity 
should  be  the  first  object.  By  reducing  the  one  hundred  and  eighteen  articles  enumer¬ 
ated,  to  four  or  five  classes,  at  specified  rates,  much  labour  of  the  officers  of  the  line 
and  of  transporters  would  be  spared.  In  like  manner  it  would  seem  to  be  unneces¬ 
sary  to  charge  a  separate  boat  or  wheel  toll  on  boats  or  cars,  containing  a  proportion- 
able  amount  of  freight — say  60,000  lbs.  to  each  boat,  and  6,000  lbs.  to  each  car  of 
two  pair  of  wheels.  Indeed,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  a  distinction  between 
boats  and  cars  fully  or  partly  loaded,  or  even  empty,  should  be  made,  if  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  trade  require  that  they  should  pass  in  this  manner. 

There  is  another  defect  in  the  present  system  which  ought  no  longer  to  exist. 
Neither  wise  legislation,  nor  judicious  management,  can  be  expected  without  full  and 
complete  statements  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  condition,  business,  and  conduct 
of  the  public  works.  The  details  now  required  by  law  to  be  furnished  to  the  Canal 
department  are  entirely  too  meagre.  The  condition  of  the  several  divisions  of  canal  and 
railroad,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  repairs,  as  reported  to  the  Board,  are  mere  opinions 
of  the  officers  in  charge,  sustained  by  no  reliable  data.  The  particulars  of  work  done 
during  the  preceding  year  are  not  furnished.  The  tonnage  tables,  compiled  annually 
from  the  returns  of  collectors,  are  not  worthy  of  the  name.  Quantity  and  weight  are 
promiscuously  stated  in  the  same  column.  The  number  of  tons  per  mile  passing 
over  the  several  divisions  of  canal  and  railroad,  are  not  given.  This  is  a  radical  defect, 
arising,  not  from  the  neglect  and  indifference  of  the  department,  but  from  a  nig¬ 
gardly  economy,  which  has  deprived  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  authority  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  clerks  in  the  department,  and  which  has  refused  to 
collectors,  at  the  most  important  stations,  such  assistants  as  would  enable  them  to 
compile  these  indispensable  exhibits. 

By  authorizing  the  appointment  of  one  additional  clerk  in  the  canal  department, 
and  one  to  each  of  the  collectors  at  Philadelphia,  Columbia,  Hollidaysburg,  Johns¬ 
town,  and  Pittsburg,  and  perhaps  at  Easton  or  Bristol,  a  vast  amount  of  the  most 
valuable  information  could  be  compiled,  and  submitted  annually  to  the  Legislature  in  a 
condensed  form.  We  might  thus  have  not  only  the  number  of  tons  per  mile  passing 
over  any  division,  but  the  cost  per  ton  for  carrying  freight  on  each  mile  of  canal  or 
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railroad.  We  could  not  only  ascertain  the  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotives,  but 
the  cost  per  mile  run,  the  number  of  cars  hauled,  the  number  of  tons  contained  in 
them,  the  quantity  and  cost  of  fuel  consumed,  the  oil  and  rags  expended,  the  number 
of  trips  by  each  locomotive,  and  the  time  it  was  idle  undergoing  repairs  in  the  shops. 
Such  information  would  not  only  indicate,  but  ensure  economy. 

Your  committee  have  felt  the  want  of  similar  information.  They  submitted  the 
following  inquiries  to  the  board,  and  have  received  no  reply  thereto,  there  being  no 
such  returns  made  to  the  department,  and  the  time  being  too  short  to  allow  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  collectors  on  the  line  : 

1.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  passing  over  the  whole  of  the  main  line, 
and  what  amount  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  maximum  tolls  ? 

2.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  passing  over  the  whole  of  the  Columbia 
Railroad,  from  and  to  points  on  the  main  line  beyond  Columbia,  or  on  railroads  not 
entitled  to  drawback  ? 

3.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  passing  over  the  whole  of  the  Columbia 
Railroad,  from  and  to  points  beyond  Columbia  entitled  to  drawback  ? 

4.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  passing  over  the  whole  of  the  Columbia 
Railroad  east  of  Dillerville,  from  and  to  points  on  railroads  beyond  Dillerville  ? 

5.  What  is  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  per  mile  passing  over  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  Columbia  railroad,  not  arriving  upon  or  leaving  the  road  by  canal  or  rail¬ 
road  west  of  Whitehall  ? 

6.  What  isAhe  cost  of  materials  and  labor  in  laying  down  the  crossing,  switches, 
and  fixtui-es  appertaining  to  a  sideing,  including  evei'ything  requisite  within  the  limits 
of  the  road  ? 

7.  What  is  the  annual  cost  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair  ? 

Your  committee  have  received  every  attention  desired,  but  the  information  sought 
could  only  be  procured  by  circulars  to  the  officers  employed  on  the  lines.  The  inqui¬ 
ries  are  cited  merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  for  the  weekly  or  monthly 
return  to  the  department  of  all  that  relates  to  the  condition,  business,  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  road. 

The  committee  on  Inland  Navigation,  in  their  report  on  the  subject  of  tolls  made 
(by  Mr.  Cowden)  the  present  session,  estimate  the  tonnage  of  through  freight  passing 
over  the  Columbia  Railroad  last  season,  at  not  less  than  133,000  tons.  This  amount, 
if  correctly  estimated  (and  the  author  of  that  report  is  familiar  with  the  subject), 
passed  over  the  whole  length  of  the  road,  or  all  east  of  Dillerville.  The  memorialists 
estimate  from  carefully  compiled  data,  the  tonnage  passing  over  the  road,  constituting 
the  way  business  strictly  at  194,185  tons.  This  tonnage,  however,  passes  over  valua¬ 
ble  distances.  It  may  be  assumed  as  nearly  correct,  that  the  tonnage  is  equal  to  one- 
half  that  amount  passing  over  the  whole  road  97,092  tons,  or  moi-e  than  two-thirds  of 
the  amount  of  through  freight. 

By  the  terms  of  the  toll  sheet  of  1850,  through  freight,  enjoying  the  benefit  of  maxi¬ 
mum  tolls,  paid  less  to  the  State  than  freight  passing  from  Pittsburg  to  Columbia. 
A  deduction  of  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  has  been  made  in  the  toll  sheet  of  1851  on 
through  fi-eights,  while  the  rates  charged  on  way  freight  remain  as  heretofore.  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  the  way  transporters  consider  this  discrimination  burdensome 
and  unjust  The  impression  seems  to  have  been  made,  that  by  a  l-eduction  of  tolls  on 
way  freight,  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  would  derive  an  advantage.  This  impres¬ 
sion  is,  however,  unfounded.  Way  freight  may  be  considered  as  entitled  to  discrimi¬ 
nation,  as  much  so  as  through  freight,  or  that  crossing  the  Columbia  bi-idge. 

Among  the  most  serious  causes  of  embarrassment  to  both  the  officers  and  trans¬ 
porters  on  the  Columbia  Railroad,  is  that  arising  from  the  ownership  by  the  transporter 
of  the  crossings  and  switches  connected  with  his  warehouse,  and  his  consequent  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  its  condition.  Trains  are  constantly  in  peril  from  the  defective  con¬ 
struction  or  neglect  to  keep  in  their  proper  position  the  sliding  rails  of  crossings  and 
turnouts.  They  form  part  of  the  main  track,  and  are  chiefly  within  the  proper  limits 
of  the  road.  The  road  having  originally  been  designed  for  the  use  of  horse  power  and 
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depots,  and  turnouts  being  more  numerous  than  they  now  are,  it  was  deemed  proper 
that  those  for  whose  use  they  were  intended,  should  construct  them  and  keep  them  in 
repair.  The  wear  of  the  road  was  then  light,  and  the  danger  of  accidents  far  less  than 
after  the  introduction  of  steam  power,  especially  as  compared  with  the  ponderous 
engines  now  passing  with  great  velocity,  and  with  long  and  heavy  trains,  over  the  road. 
Various  devices  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  negligence,  and 
of  rendering  the  construction  of  these  fixtures  more  secure.  These  regulations  and 
changes  have  been  vexatious  and  expensive  to  the  transporter,  yet  have  failed  to  remedy 
the  evil,  or  prevent  the  frequent  recurrence  of  accident.  Fines  and  penalties  have 
been  imposed,  and  bonds  have  been  more  recently  required  from  tbj  owners,  in  the 
penal  sum  of  S3, 000,  conditioned  for  the  repair  and  adjustment  of  the  same,  and  “  to 
be  responsible  for  any,  and  all  damage  and  injury  whatever  resulting  from  the  switches 
being  in  a  wrong  position,  or  any  part  of  the  connection  or  fixtures  being  out  of  re¬ 
pair,  or  from  cars  being  left  upon  or  too  near  the  main  track,  or  from  any  improper 
use  of  the  switches  or  fixtures  whatever.”  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that 
much  of  the  difficulty  may  be  avoided  by  the  construction  and  repair  of  all  connections 
and  fixtures,  of  whatever  kind,  within  the  proper  limits  of  the  road  at  the  expense  of 
the  State.  As  before  suggested,  the  wear  arises  chiefly  from  the  trains  upon  the  road. 
By  being  made  the  property  of  the  State,  the  necessary  regulations  for  locking  up  the 
switches,  would  be  wholly  within  the  control  of  the  officers  and  engineers  of  the  road. 

A  more  serious  grievance  to  the  memorialists,  appears  to  arise  from  the  conduct  of 
the  officers,  and  general  management  of  the  road.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  although  mainly  just  and  proper,  are  sufficiently  stringent. 
But  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  road,  especially  of 
the  petty  officers,  are  a  source  of  constant  annoyance,  and  frequently  involve  delays 
and  expenses,  the  necessity  for  which  is  not  always  apparent.  So  long  as  irresponsi¬ 
ble  and  ignorant  petty  officers  are  allowed  to  exercise  unbounded  license,  these  diffi¬ 
culties  must  continue  to  exist.  The  superintendent  cannot  always  be  present.  He 
will  naturally  be  disinclined  to  listen  to  complaints.  The  superintendent  is  in  fact 
so  frequently  removed  from  office,  that  experience  in  the  details  of  business  operations 
is  seldom  acquired 

To  remedy  this  evil  in  some  degree,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  issued  by  the  department  for  the  general  management  of  the  public  works, 
be  annually  reported  to  the  Legislature,  and  printed  in  a  separate  pamphlet,  together 
with  the  rates  of  toll  and  table  of  distances,  and  distributed  among  those  doing  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  lines.  That  those  adopted  or  rescinded  during  the  preceding  year  be 
appended  thereto,  so  that  changes  may  be  distinct!}’  noted.  That  all  general  and 
special  orders  be  required  to  be  in  writing,  and  served  upon  those  affected  by  them, 
at  their  places  of  business,  with  reasonable  notice.  That  where  orders  and  directions 
are  specially  given  by  inferior  officers,  a  copy  shall  be  by  them  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  the  nearest  collector,  and  by  him  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  a  copy  of  such  entries  forwarded  to  the  Canal  Department,  with  his 
weekly  or  monthly  returns. 

In  connection  with  these  subjects,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  adju¬ 
dication  of  claims  for  damages,  arising  from  various  causes,  upon  the  public  works, 
demands  entire  revision.  Claims  of  long  standing  are  annually  presented  to  the 
Legislature,  and,  sooner  or  later,  are  successfully  made. 

The  most  recent  and  the  most  trivial  claim  usually  requires  for  its  settlement  two 
successive  acts  of  Assembly — the  one  referring  the  claim  to  the  Canal  Commissioners 
for  investigation,  the  other  appropriating  the  amount  awarded.  This  is  the  course 
pursued  even  in  those  cases  in  which  the  Canal  Commissioners  are  by  law  constituted 
appraisers  of  damages. 

It  is  therefore  recommended,  that  in  case  of  claims  already  existing,  it  should  be 
required  that  an  application  should  be  made  to  the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  writing, 
setting  forth  the  particulars  upon  which  the  claim  is  founded,  within  the  present 
year.  That  in  all  cases  hereafter  arising,  application  in  like  manner  should  be  made 
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within  thirty  days  after  the  injury  is  sustained;  or.  if  a  continued  injury,  after  it  is 
first  sustained  such  application  might  be  made  through  any  collector,  supervisor  of 
canals,  or  superintendent  of  railroads.  Upon  such  application,  a  time  and  place  should 
be  named,  with  ample  notice,  and  all  testimony  taken  by  such  competent  officers  as 
the  Board  should  appoint,  reduced  to  writing,  signed  by  the  deponents,  and  forwarded 
to  the  department  when  the  examination  is  concluded.  In  difficult  cases,  and  where 
view  is  requisite,  the  Board  should  of  course  personally  examine  or  re-examine  upon 
the  ground,  or  at  such  convenient  place  as  would  enable  the  claimants  to  adduce  their 
evidence. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  there  appears  to  be  some 
radical  defects  in  the  management  of  the  Columbia  Railroad.  The  experience  of 
company  railroads  can  give  no  light  on  this  subject.  They  do  not  afford  a  parallel. 
The  State  furnishes  the  road  and  the  motive  power.  It  is  not  a  transporter.  Rail¬ 
road  companies,  in  most  instances,  are  transporters  of  freight  and  passengers.  It  is 
their  policy  to  exclude  individual  enterprise.  The  State  road  is,  therefore,  an 
anomaly.  Its  management  must  be  peculiar  to  itself.  The  rules  and  regulations 
designed  to  promote  its  trade  will  be  in  many  respects  the  opposite  of  company  regu¬ 
lations.  It  should  be  the  study  of  the  superintendent  and  his  subordinates  to  encour¬ 
age  the  operations  of  every  one  doing  a  legitimate  business  upon  the  road.  The 
insolent  assumption  of  underlings  should  be  promptly  checked,  and  every  improper 
interference  on  their  part  rebuked.  The  repetition  of  such  conduct  should  secure 
their  unhesitating  removal  from  office.  A  very  different  policy  has  heretofore  pre¬ 
vailed.  A  reckless  disregard  of  the  interests  of  the  transporter  and  of  the  State  has 
been  too  generally  indicated  by  the  conduct  of  those  to  whom  these  interests  have 
been  entrusted.  The  time  has,  however,  passed  when  such  conduct  can  be  silently 
permitted,  and  your  committee  indulge  the  hope  that  a  better  system  will  hereafter 
prevail. 

They  respectfully  ask  leave  to  report  by  bill ;  and  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject 
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Alt  Act  relating  to  the  Public  Works. 

SECTION  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met ,  and,  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Canal  Commissioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby  author¬ 
ized  to  appoint,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a-year,  one  addi¬ 
tional  clerk  in  their  department,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  revenues  and  expendi¬ 
tures  of  the  public  works,  and  of  the  business  of  each  year  thereon,  in  such  manner, 
under  the  directions  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  as  shall  clearly  exhibit  the  same  ; 
and  the  Canal  Commissioners  shall,  in  addition  to  the  statements  now  by  law  required 
to  be  made  in  their  annual  report,  exhibit  in  a  condensed  form  the  revenues,  expen¬ 
ditures,  and  business  of  each  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  public  works,  stating  par¬ 
ticularly  the  number  of  passengers,  and  of  tons  of  each  article  per  mile  passing  east- 
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ward  and  westward,  northward  or  southward,  over  -the  same,  and  shall  furnish  such 
other  exhibits  relative  to  the  business  and  operations  of  the  public  works  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient. 

Section  2.  The  collectors  of  the  several  offices  at  Philadelphia,  Columbia,  Holli- 
daysburg,  Johnstown,  and  Pittsburg,  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  one  additional 
clerk  to  each  of  said  officer,  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  a-year, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  and  prepare  duplicates  of  such  statements  relative  to 
the  revenues,  expenditures,  business,  and  management  of  the  public  works,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  as  maydbe  required  by  the  Canal  Commissioners, — said  duplicates  to 
be  returned  statedly  at  such  periods  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  as  they  may 
designate. 

Section.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  to  revise,  prepare,  and  publish  the  rules  and  regulations  by  them 
established,  for  the  better  management  of  the  public  works,  with  such  statutory  pro¬ 
visions  now  in  force  as  may  relate  to  the  same,  and  furnish  a  copy  thereof  to  all  per¬ 
sons  engaged  in  transporting  passengers  or  freight  on  the  public  works,  who  shall 
apply  for  the  same ;  and  thereafter,  all  rules,  regulations,  orders,  and  directions,  estab¬ 
lished  and  made  by  the  said  Canal  Commissioners,  shall  be  notified  in  writing  with 
reasonable  notice  to  all  persons  engaged  in  business  upon  the  public  works  or  other¬ 
wise  directly  affected  by  the  same ;  and  all  such  rules,  regulations,  orders,  and  direc¬ 
tions,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  department,  and 
all  rules,  regulations,  orders,  and  directions,  made  by  officers  employed  upon  the  public 
works,  of  whatever  grade, [shall  be  in  writing,  signed  by  such  officer,  and  given  to  the 
person  or  persons  affected  thereby  with  reasonable  notice,  a  copy  whereof  shall  be  im¬ 
mediately  given  by  such  officer  to  the  nearest  collector,  who  shall  record  the  same, 
and  return  a  copy  thereof  with  his  next  duplicate  return  to  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
to  be  filed  in  their  department. 

Section  4.  All  crossings,  turnouts,  switches,  and  other  apparatus  within  the  proper 
limits  of  the  railroads  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth,  shall  hereafter  be  the  property 
of  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  shall  be  locked,  or  otherwise  secured, 
as  the  superintendents  of  the  respective  road  under  the  direction  of  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  may  prescribe ;  and  the  Canal  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  impose 
and  collect  such  fines,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence,  for  the  violation  of 
such  prescribed  regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedient 

Section  5.  All  claims  for  damages  arising  from  injuries  sustained  from  any  cause 
whatever  upon  the  public  works,  existing  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  in  writing,  setting  forth  the  particulars  upon  which 
the  claim  is  founded,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1852;  and  all  claims  here¬ 
after  arising  of  like  manner,  be  made  within  thirty  days  after  the  injury  is  sustained, 
or  if  a  continued  injury,  notice  thereof  shall  in  like  manner  be  given  within  three 
months  of  its  first  inception ;  such  application  or  notice  shall  be  made  and  given  through 
any  collector  near  to  the  place  -where  such  injury  is  sustained,  and  a  copy  thereof  shall 
be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

Section  6.  Upon  such  application  or  notice  being  made  or  given,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  designate  a  time  and  place  when  such  claim  shall 
be  examined,  and  shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  make  such  examination,  who 
shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths,  and  shall  conduct  such  examination  in  an  equit¬ 
able  manner,  and  grant  such  adjournments  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  claimant 
to  adduce  his  evidence  fully ;  and  shall  report  the  legal  evidence  so  taken,  the  depo¬ 
sitions  of  witnesses  being  duly  signed  and  appended,  to  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
who  shall  thereupon  make  such  award  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  report  to  the 
next  Legislature.  Provided,  That  in  difficult  cases,  or  where  view  may  be  neces¬ 
sary,  the  Canal  Commissioners  may  personally  examine  or  re-examine  such  claim 
upon  the  ground,  or  at  such  convenient  place  as  may  enable  the  claimants  to  adduce 
their  evidence,  due  notice  of  such  'examination  or  re-examination  being  first  given  to 
the  claimant. 


